TURKEY
July 15-July 27, 2014

THE OTHER
HOLY LAND
A Pilgrimage &	

History Tour	


Pray on-site
with insight
during the month of
Ramadan in Turkey
July 15 - 27
2014

WorldChristian.com & Friendship International present
a journey that will give new life to your understanding of the Bible and the Early Church… an
encounter with a moderate expression of Islam and Middle-Eastern culture… an opportunity to make a
difference by praying on-site with insight in a land near to the heart of God.
With rich history dating over
thousands of years, Turkey boasts
of being the Cradle of Civilization.
Here, between the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers, the very first
humans walked and talked with
God. The Mountains of Ararat
were backdrop to God’s rainbow of
promise as Noah and his family
settled in the surrounding plains.
Abraham, the father of nations,
journeyed from his birthplace to
Haran (in Turkey), where he dwelt
many years before God led him to
Canaan. 	

After Israel, Turkey has more
biblical sites than any other country	

	


in the Middle East. Two-thirds of
the New Testament was written
either to or from churches in
Turkey. This is the land where
Paul’s missionary travels took place,
believers were first called
Christians, and John’s seven
churches of the Book of Revelation
are located. 	

As one of the world’s best kept
secrets for unspoiled Hittite, Greek
and Roman ruins, Turkey is an
archeologist’s paradise. 	

Rivaling Israel for ancient biblical
sites, it has increasingly become a
favorite destination for Christian
pilgrims.	


For more information or questions, contact:

!

Tour Coordinator: Max Hatfield at
719-337-1004, or Paul at: tours@WorldChristian.com

Qualified guides with seasoned
experience will take you back into Asia
Minor’s history as well as help identify
your biblical roots. Besides encounters
with historic sites, we will take time to
intercede together for the people we
meet, and for the modern-day church
of Turkey. The experience of praying
on-site with insight during Ramadan
can open doors for God to establish
His authority in greater ways.

AWESOME TURKEY

ITINERARY
This is our anticipated itinerary. Small deviations/
substitutions may at times be necessary.	


back as the 2nd century A. D. Overnight Kuşadasi,
B/D	


!

DAY 5, July 20 Today we will drive a short fifteen
minutes to the incredible city of Ephesus, one of the
Seven Churches, and one of the best preserved
ancient sites in the world today. We will view its
colossal Greco-Roman theater where the Apostle
Paul preached. The theater is still used for
performances today. Ephesus was among the most
impressive cities of the ancient world. It is famous
for its Artemis Temple, one of the seven wonders of
the world. This historical structure, made entirely
from marble, was home to the Greek goddess
Artemis (known as Diana to the Romans). We will
also visit the Basilica of St. John, Ephesus
Museum, and Şirince; a former Greek Orthodox
village famous for its olive oil and wine. To top off
the day we will visit a shop where you can learn
about the art of Turkish rug making and have the
opportunity to shop if desired. Overnight Kuşadasi,
B/D	


B=breakfast D=dinner

July 15 Depart for Turkey. Arrive the next day in
Istanbul, historic capital to three major empires:
Rome, Byzantine, and Ottoman; and the only city in
the world to span two continents.	

DAY 1, July 16 Upon arrival at Ataturk airport,
you will be met by our guide and transferred to
your hotel. After a brief orientation we will visit the
world famous Grand Bazaar and also have the
option to visit the beautiful Basilica Cistern; the
largest surviving Byzantine cistern in Istanbul
(additional cost of $7). Overnight Istanbul, D	

DAY 2, July 17 On today’s walking tour you will see
some of Turkey’s most famous sites. Topkapi Palace
was first built by Mehmet the Conqueror in 1453
and was home to the Sultan until the 19th
century. St. Sophia, a masterpiece of Byzantine art
completed in 537 A.D., was built by Roman
Emperor Justinian. It was the greatest Christian
church in the world for more than 1,000 years. The
Blue Mosque, with its stained glass and Iznik tile
interior was commissioned by Sultan Ahmet in
1603, and constructed with the deliberate intent of
rivaling St. Sophia. Nearby you will walk across
the site of an ancient Hippodrome, originally used
for chariot racing and other public events, you can
see an Egyptian obelisk that once stood in Luxor
and is dated to 1500 B.C. Overnight Istanbul, B/D	


Things You Will Enjoy
Turkish hospitality is famous
the world over. Being the
crossroad of East and West,
Turkey is host to travelers from
every continent. The culture is
warm and friendly, and locals
are adept at making guests feel
welcome.

!

Turkish cuisine is tasty, hearty
and fresh. On your plate you will
find a fusion of Middle Eastern
and Medi-terranean, with a
touch of the Balkans thrown in.
Lamb, rice, roasted vegetables,
and delicious flat breads are
just some of the healthful fare
offered in Turkey.

!

Turkish music has its own
distinctive style and
Expect to return home
unforgettable rhythms
and cymbal echoing
soul.
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with the
of lute
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DAY 3, Jul. 18 Early departure for the Aegean city
of Ayvalik. Enroute we will ferry across the
Dardenell Straights at Çanakkale near the
battlefield of Galipoli. Today’s all-day drive will
allow time for teaching and prayer. This evening
you will dine on one of the several small islands
within view of Ayvalik. Overnight Ayvalik, B/D	

DAY 4, July 19 During a scenic drive along the
Aegean Coast, we stop at Bergama (ancient
Pergamon; one of the Seven Churches) to see its
acropolis and many well-preserved monuments. We
will visit the famous ancient medical center,
Asclepieum, where patients were treated as far

Shopping
is an experience all
its own in Turkey. From
local shops in small villages,
the Koza Han in Bursa, to the
Grand Bazaar of Istanbul, you
will discover merchants eager to
offer a cup of tea or coffee while
you browse. Famous for
carpets, ceramics, textiles,
etc., you are certain to
find something

!
!
!
DAY 6, July 21 This morning we drive eastward
to Aphrodisias, one of the most beautiful ancient
sites of Turkey. Aphrodisias is among the finest
archaeological sites and museums of Anatolia.
Continuing eastward, we come to Laodicea, site of
the lukewarm church of John’s Revelation. Our
hotel is located in Pamukkale, famous for its
mineral baths and calcium travertines. Overnight
Pamukkale, B/D	


COST OF TOUR

DAY 9, July 24 Early departure for the 14th
century Ottoman capital, Bursa. Bursa offers
many samples of early Ottoman architecture. We
will visit the Green Mosque and Green
Mausoleum, both world-renown for their superb
tile decoration, as well as the late 14th century
Great Mosque and the Koza Han, which for
centuries was the center of Bursa’s flourishing silk
trade. Overnight Bursa, B/D

!
DAY 7, July 22
Today we visit ancient
Hierapolis, mentioned in Colossians. It is here
that Philip was martyred and buried. At Hierapolis
we also find Cleopatra’s Pool, where you will be
able to swim in enriched mineral water famous for
its health benefits. This afternoon we will take time
for reflection, and fellowship with one another.
Overnight Pamukkale, B/D
DAY 8, July 23 This morning we will drive to
Sardis, one of the Seven Churches, and where the
world’s first coins were minted. Along the way we
will see the ruins of Philadelphia, another of the
Seven Churches. In Sardis we will see one of the
world’s oldest synagogues, as well as the ruins of
an ancient gymnasium, and an ancient temple of
Artemis. Our final destination is Izmir (ancient
Smyrna of the Seven Churches), the third largest
city in Turkey. Overnight Izmir, B/D

!

!

Based on Double Occupancy
and a minimum of 20 participants

(Single Supplement: $450)

!

DAY 10, July 25 Depart for Istanbul. Along the
way we will visit Iznik, ancient Nicaea, where in
A.D. 325 the Nicene Creed was adopted. Today we
plan for the possibility of visiting local believers
and hearing first-hand about how the Turkish
church is doing. After crossing the Gulf of Izmit by
ferry, we reach Istanbul. Overnight Istanbul, B/D
DAY 11, July 26 This morning we visit Chora
monastery, with its wonderful frescoes and
mosaics. The afternoon will end with a scenic boat
ride along the Bosphorus, and a visit to the exotic
Egyptian Spice Bazaar. Overnight Istanbul, B/D
DAY 12, July 27
same day.

Depart for USA. Arrive the

$3,199 Per Person
FROM NEW YORK

(Prices are in U.S. $ and also subject to change
due to any significant currency fluctuations, fuel
surcharges or tax increases, and/or late
registration and space availability issues.)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

TOUR PRICE INCLUDES	

Airfare from New York	

Transportation within Turkey 	

11 nights lodging in 4-star hotels	

Breakfasts & dinners, incl. gratuity	

Entrance fees to all sites	

Tour Guides	

Tips for guides, drivers, porters 	

Air conditioned deluxe coaches	

Group transfers (airport, etc.)	


•
•
•
•

NOT INCLUDED	

Flight to NY, passport costs	

Visa (approx. $20, paid on arrival)	

Travel insurance (required) 	

Lunches, and all beverages
	


What to Expect?

The staﬀ and friends of WorldChristian.com and Friendship International would be delighted to have you along! We are
offering you an opportunity to travel with like-minded believers in a part of the world largely untouched by the gospel of
Christ. This Pilgrimage Tour will primarily be an opportunity
• to visit and learn about the Early Church,
• to get an overview on the region’s historic and contemporary realities that will help you to understand more of the context
in which Christianity spread, and the challenges it now faces, and
• to get a taste of the dynamic heartbeat of a modern Islamic country.
While this tour is not intended for evangelistic outreach, nor as an occasion to hand out gospel tracts or to plan for a time
of extended fasting, it will provide a time for reflection and prayer in a country near to the heart of God.

Turkey has increasingly become a strategic country with significant influence on other Islamic nations; it is important for
Christians to be prayerfully informed. You will have a chance to impact Turkey through your presence and your prayers.
Please be aware that the tour will involve a significant amount of walking up and down steep hills, over ancient
uneven cobble stones and through excavated ruins. You need to be in good shape and also be able to carry your own
luggage through airports. Each day’s tour activities will conclude by resting in a comfortable hotel, and having dinner
together. Afterwards you will be free to disburse, catch up on email, spend the evening in your own preferred ways or get
together over dessert, tea or a glass of wine.

!

1. Pray about it... and decide.
2. Apply for a passport if you don’t already have one (existing passports must be good 6 months beyond the travel dates).
3. Secure your spot! Send your completed reservation forms and deposit to WorldChristian Tours.

!

For questions regarding tour details contact: Max Hatfield at 719-337-1004, or Paul: tours@WorldChristian.com

!

TERMS AND CONDITIONS	


RESERVATIONS	

A per person deposit of $400 is required to secure reservations.
Reservations will not be considered firm until the payment has cleared
and confirmation has been sent. Reservation payments need to be made
by U.S. $ check, or money order.	


!

PAYMENT POLICY	

Final payment for the tour is due 50 days (May 26, 2014) prior to
departure If the final payment is not received on time it will result in
the loss of deposit (see also “Cancellations & Refunds”). Your
reservation may be canceled depending on space availability. 	


!

In the case of late (space available only) reservations made within 60
days (May 16) or less prior to departure, an administrative fee of $75
per person will be added, as well as any substantive increase in the
airline ticket price. 	


!

CANCELLATIONS & REFUNDS 	

All cancellations must be received in writing. The fee schedule for
cancellations prior to tour departure is as follows:	


!
•
•
•
•

!

inside of 90 days prior to 07/15/14: $50	

inside of 60 days prior to 07/15/14: $400	

inside of 40 days prior to 07/15/14: 50% of tour cost	

inside of 30 days prior to 07/15/14: 100% of tour cost	


Please be aware that airline companies assess their own cancellation
fees. These fees vary according to airline policies at the time of
booking. Airline fees and the cost of travelers insurance (which is
typically not refundable) are beyond our control.	


!

In case of cancellation by the Tour operators for reasons other than
those normally covered by comprehensive travel insurance (see
“Insurance” on this page), we will surely attempt to refund where
possible, or issue credit towards future travel.	


!

PRICING	

Quoted tour prices include planning, operational charges and are based
on present currency exchange rates and fees, as well as on a minimum
group size of 20 participants. Prices are in U.S. $ and subject to change
in case of any significant increase of fuel surcharges, departure or other
taxes or security fees, and/or late registration and space availability
issues. 	


!

RESPONSIBILITY & LIABILITY	

WorldChristian.com reserves the right to make changes to the itinerary
and/or price (see “Pricing” section), and to substitute destinations,
facilities and hotels with those of equal or better quality should such
changes be deemed necessary for the conducting of a safe and
successful tour. WorldChristian.com shall not be held responsible for
expenses, loss of time, money or other incidences resulting from such
and other changes. WorldChristian.com shall not be held responsible
for any losses of or damages to persons or personal property, or
unforeseen expenses incurred by any tour member. While
WorldChristian.com and accompanying tour hosts are experienced and
qualified to offer the services outlined in this brochure, common to
industry practices, they act only as agents and facilitators for the

services provided by airlines, hotels, bus operators, sightseeing
contractors, restaurants and other facilities and tour guides, and
therefore cannot be held liable for any aspect of the actual services
provided. WorldChristian.com is not liable for any act, omission, delay,
injury, loss, damage, or nonperformance occurring in connection with
this tour. For example, any issue arising between a tour participant and
an airline shall be exclusively governed by the airline’s passenger
contract coming into force at the time of ticket purchase. 	


!

TOUR PARTICIPANT RESPONSIBILITY 	

Participant has read the terms and conditions on this page, and agrees
to each of them. Participant warrants that s/he fully understands the
terms and conditions. Specifically, participant understands that should
s/he cancel a reserved tour for any reason, the participant will be
charged the cancellation fee set out in the “Cancellations & Refunds”
section.	


!

INSURANCE	

Many seasoned travelers are not aware that their health insurance may
not cover them outside America. It is your responsibility as tour
participant to verify whether and to what extent your existing health
insurance provides coverage outside the USA. Please contact your
carrier for details. WorldChristian.com strongly advises that you
purchase a comprehensive travel insurance policy to cover all aspects
of your tour: including loss of payments due to cancellation, loss of
baggage and personal items, personal injury and death, and emergency
medical coverage with evacuation and dental benefits. Should you
decide to decline travel insurance we require a signed waiver of
liability. We can help recommend travel insurance to you upon request,
but are not responsible for your choice of travel insurance company or
policy. 	

	

PASSPORT & DOCUMENTATION	

U.S. citizens need a valid passport with at least six months validity
beyond intended stay for entrance into Turkey. We ask that you make
three photocopies of your passport (one to leave at home, one to carry
with you separately from your original, and one for
WorldChristian.com--to be provided at time of reservation). A visa is
required for U.S. citizens to enter Turkey. It can be purchased upon
arrival at the airport in Turkey for approximately $20 cash.	


!

OPERATOR
WorldChristian.com	

PO Box 9208	

Colorado Springs, CO 80932	

Tel: 719-442-6409 Fax: 719-227-0478	


!!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
For questions regarding tour details contact Max Hatfield 	

at 1.719.337.1004, or Paul: tours@WorldChristian.com

